June 11, 2020
 tudent Engagement
S
Greetings Wallingford Wildcat Families!
We did it!!! We crossed the finish line of this amazing, unusual spring for
schooling, and we crossed it with pizzazz! I couldn’t be more proud of our
educators and all that they did to support your children and kept the learning
continuing. In this final Paw Print, you will see highlights on our virtual field day,
the 6th grade celebration and several videos featuring end of year celebrations.
Enjoy the photos or videos.
Thank you to everyone who came by Wednesday to drop off your school
materials and pick up your report card. We had great participation and appreciate
your cooperation. Please contact Mrs. St. Germain,
estgermain@millriverschools.org if you were unable to participate.
It has been my honor and privilege to serve as your principal for the last six
years. WES is a wonderful learning community and I have loved watching your
children grow. I wish you all a wonderful summer. Helen

First ever virtual field day:

Cheryl Maniery delivered an Adirondack Chair and
flowers to Patty Bartlett on behalf of the district
to congratulate her on her retirement after 34
years of teaching!

Families and Educators join us to celebrate the promotion of 6th graders to 7th grade!

Our 6th grade class that was promoted to 7th grade on Monday, June 8th, 2020! Congratulations to all!!

6th Grade Promotion Ceremony
Awards given out include:
WES Faculty Award for Citizenship: Caleb Sprague and Patricia Bruce
Avid Readers: Bria Burke, Connor Filscov, Chloe Kennedy, Makayla Maciel, Taylor Murphy, Brynn
Pohl-Moore and Lindsey Rabtoy
Top Avid Reader of 20 books: Patricia Bruce
President’s Award for Educational Excellence: Ahnar Bishop, Makayla Maciel, Brynn Pohl-Moore
President’s Award for Educational Achievement: Patricia Bruce, Chloe Kennedy, Caleb Sprague
Acrostic poems written by WES staff in honor of the 6th grade students:
Ahnar - Awesome, Honest, Noble, Agreeable, Reliable
Patricia - Positive, Peppy and Polite, Authentic, Talented, tenacious, and talkative, Respectful and
responsible, Infectious laugh, Creative, cheerful and clever, Imaginative, Attentive and altruistic
Bria - Big-hearted, Remarkable artist, Incredible spirit, Affectionate
Maddyx - Magical smile, Amazing laughter, Devoted daughter, Dedicated learner, Yappy, X-tra cheerful
Connor - Creative in his ways, One strong math student, Nifty on computers, Natural at football,
Organized on the court, Ready for new challenges
Chloe - Charming and caring, Humble and honest, Loves animals, Original, Exceptional basketball player
Braxton - Bright, Remarkable, Adventurist, eXtremely athletic, Tenacious, Observant, Nimble at
basketball
Makayla - Magical laugh, musical talent, Appreciates others, Kind at heart, Artistic, amiable, Yearns to be
4-wheelin’, Love for family, Amazing
Taylor - Talented, Always positive, Young dreamer, Leader, Original, Radiant
Brynn - Brave, bold, bright, Rad and relevant, Young, ynow, Notable, nifty, Navigator and narrator
Lindsey - Loyal, Imaginative, Nurturing, Dreamer, Singer, Extremely talented, You will move mountains
Dante - Devoted to improvement, Able to handle life well, Noteworthy, Trustworthy, Energetic
Rhianna - Rambunctious and realistic, Honest, Independent, Accepting, Nervy, Nonconformist, Artistic
Caleb - Considerate, Affable, Level-headed, Enjoys family and tractors, Bright

Our Wonderful WES Teachers saying goodbye to their students
 Kindergarten

Pre-K End of year video

1st Grade Celebration Video

An Announcement from Ms. Aas - Read On!
Don’t forget to read this summer. Local libraries are beginning to open up again.
Many of them have curbside service and online ebooks. Check out your local
public library today. Hopefully our school library will be back in business in the fall.
See you then. ~ Mrs. Aas

Titles on these 2020 Summer Reading Lists were compiled and annotated by members of
Association for Library Service to Children Quicklists Consulting Committee. The four book lists are
available here to browse, or to download for free.

Birth-Preschool

Grades K-2

Grades 3-5

Grades 6-8

Wallingford Elementary School

Pre-K and Kindergarten 2020-2021 Registration
Attention families of 3 to 5 year olds:
If you are interested in enrolling your child for the first time at Wallingford Elementary for the
2020-2021 school year, please email Erin St. Germain for a registration packet at
estgermain@millriverschools.org. Your child must be three years old by August 26 in order to attend the
Pre-K program and 5 years old by August 31 for the Kindergarten program.

Important information from the Superintendent:
June 8, 2020
Mill River Schools Community Members,
This has been quite a school year. It is hard to believe it is almost at its conclusion. MRU Seniors had
their last day of classes last Friday, and are picking up their diplomas today and tomorrow have a
virtual graduation video coming out this week as well. The rest of our students complete their school
year tomorrow (June 9th). Our school district staff are engaged in end of year professional
development for the remainder of the week. It's hard to know whether the end of this school year would
have felt "faster" had we been operating in normal circumstances, but I can say personally that the last
few months have both flown by and moved at a snail's pace, all at the same time. I commend each and
every one of our students and families for your stamina and perseverance as we navigated our way to
the end of the school year. Congratulations on the completion of an absolutely unforgettable
2019-2020.
We also extend our heartiest congratulations to the MRU Class of 2020. They are an extraordinary
group graduating under extraordinary circumstances. We are proud of their accomplishments and
excited for what is ahead for each and every one of them!
As we look ahead to summer, there are a number of important details for you to be aware of.
1. Please keep an eye on emails from either the school district or your respective school(s). We have
no way of knowing what lies ahead, and communication will be important as we prepare for the fall.
2. We are currently designing multiple options for school in the fall: in-person with significant
restrictions, fully remote (like now), and a hybrid version of the two, which I suspect is the most likely
scenario. Our operations will be guided by Department of Health protocols regardless. It is essentially
guaranteed that school in the fall will look very different than what we are accustomed to. There are
currently no assurances at all about activities, sports, clubs, transportation, etc. There is no guarantee
that we will be operating in-person. We are planning for every contingency we can, and will keep you
informed as things progress.
3. As families travel during the summer, please do not lose sight of the fact that we do not know what
restrictions and possible quarantine regulations will look like come August. Be aware that if you travel,
and depending on where you travel, your children may be required to undergo a quarantine period at
home before returning to in-person schooling. The MRUUSD can't control your vacation plans, but
please be cognizant of possible ramifications based on travel that occurs close to the start of the
school year.
4. Currently our meal service is scheduled to conclude with the last day being June 29th. However, we
have applied for the ability to possible provide meals throughout the summer. We do not have a
response yet, and therefore do not know. As soon as we find out you will be informed (a good reason
to keep an eye out for emails from the MRUUSD).

5. Our school buildings will continue to be very restricted to access through the end of July with
August yet unknown. Principals, administrative assistants, and district office personnel will
occasionally be in their offices but will for the most part continue working from home. Please utilize
email as the most effective way to communicate with school personnel. If you have a question about
who to contact about something, pease email either your school principal or even me and we'll be able
to direct you to the right resource.
If you have any questions, please let me know.
Regards,
Dave

Community Announcements:
Food Support Services in Communities
The following farmers and small business owners have agreed to be included on this list so that their
neighbors can have access to healthy food in healthy places as we are all coping with Covid-19. Please
support them and thank them for their generous support of their communities in a difficult time. And please
add to this list as you learn of others who are trying to support their neighbors (See contact info below). The
list is in alphabetical order after Middletown Springs.
MIDDLETOWN
SPRINGS

• Best Moon Catering: Corey Best and Tom Moon: Please use email if possible: bestmoon@vermontel.net
(802) 235-2187 Best Moon Catering is offering a once a week meal delivery service. These meals will be fully
cooked and ready to be reheated. We will be starting with one meat and one vegetarian option and will be

expanding those options as time goes on. All meals are prepared, packaged and delivered using all the
Vermont State Guideline requirements. We ask that you contact us via email so we can send you the weekly
meal plan. All orders need to be placed Saturday at 9am for the following Monday afternoon/early evening
delivery. Please contact us for more info on this local service and for our delivery requirements and guidelines.
• Grant’s General Store: Vicky Arsenault (802) 235-2251 queenvicki53@outlook.com Vicky is doing what
is needed to be a kind of one-stop-shop to support the community. She will deliver what you need from the
store to curb-side. If you call with a list of groceries and can’t get to the store, she will deliver. If there is
something that you need that isn’t in stock and she can order it, she will do so e.g. laundry detergent, special
grocery items or over-the-counter meds like Prilosec or aspirin. She has Larson milk products, and sandwich
meat, a variety of meat products including hamburger and chicken, and Soaring Meadow meats. She will also
continue to be a drop off and pick up place for UPS and Fedex. She asks that you get any special orders in by
Saturday so she can get them in time for her order. As with everyone else, this is subject to changes from the
state, the distributor and the health of her staff.
• Sissy’s Kitchen : Sissy Hicks (802) 235-2000 https://www.sissyskitchen.com/ Sissy’s continues to be
open for business, and is pre-packaging all products: soup, stews, cookies, steccas, quiche, etc. as required
by state guidelines. She encourages pre-order by phone so it will be ready to pick up or, if needed, free local
delivery is available. The full menu will be available from Thursday through Sunday. She also has Squier
Family Farm beef for sale in the freezer and Misty Knoll fresh chicken and turkey including whole chickens,
breasts, thighs and some turkey cutlets and ground turkey. If you want to order, she will add what you need to
her order.
• Naga Bakehouse: Julie and Doug Sperling: (802) 235-1282 nagabake@vermontel.net Naga
Bakehouse is available to help feed the community by doing a series of weekly “Community Bakes". They
will be offering assorted rustic Artisan breads, crackers and dinner rolls freshly baked in
their wood-fired oven, as well as freshly ground whole wheat and rye flour (Vermont grown and certified
organic), to make your own baked goods at home. Please contact them by email to get details and to be
added to their mailing list to receive a weekly email with the week’s offerings. Place your order by Monday at
midnight. Orders will be delivered to Grant’s, East Poultney General Store, Smokey House and Larson Farm
every Wednesday by noon. Stay safe everybody!
• Little Flower Farm: The Fiorettis 802-235-3000 vtlittleflower13@gmail.com Self-serve farmstand offering
plant starts and produce, dent corn for grinding into cornmeal, dried popcorn, eggs, and limited quantity,
small batch wood fired maple syrup all from our farm. We use organic practices, so no synthetic chemicals or
GMO seed. We also offer Oak Summit Farm honey. Orders can also be placed for pick-up.
• Food Shelf: Boxes of food staples are available free of cost on Tuesday and Saturday evening at 6 pm at
the Historical Society \ Community House on the Green in Middletown Springs. Boxes include shelf stable
goods including pasta, cereal, macaroni, peanut butter, jelly and canned fruit and vegetables. Some produce
and eggs will be available as the season makes that possible.

OTHER COMMUNITIES
DANBY
• Smokey House Center: Yoder Farm and Dorset Peak Jerseys; 426 Danby Mountain Rd. Self-serve farm
stand: A group of producers offer kombucha, local eggs, cheese, butter, Yoder Farm tortillas, potatoes,
syrup, granola, Yoder Farm vinegar, local raw honey, Yoder Farm dry beans, coffee, Dorset Peak Jerseys
beef and sausage in all different cuts, chips, salsa and Yoder Farm onions, popcorn, and greens when
available. They are also selling Naga Bakehouse bread and they are a weekly pre-order drop off location.
• Otter Creek Fun Center: Anthony: 802-293-9200 ascory@ottercreekfuncenter.com Anthony is
offering take-out and free food delivery within 10 miles. Firewood is also available The menu is
available at www.ottercreekfuncenter.com
EAST POULTNEY
• The East Poultney General Store (802) 287-4042 epoultneygs@gmail.com Deliveries of prepared foods
(grinders, sandwiches & daily specials), grocery, cold cuts, and sundry items, beer, wine, basic
over-the-counter meds, etc in the Poultney / East Poultney / Wells / Middletown Springs area. You can call
Carol to place your order. Deliveries are once a day, between 12 and 3. James of Analog Cycles will do the
deliveries, and just leave the items on your porch. Payment can be through an envelope left on the porch or
you can give Carol your credit card over the phone. Any additional support toward fuel for deliveries will be
welcome.
MT. HOLLY
• Plew Farm : Patti and Kevin Plew 1966 Healdville Road (802) 259-2250; 7 days, 12-6 www.plewfarm.com
plewfarm@gmail.com Farm stand with farm-fresh eggs, pasture raised chicken, grass fed beef, pork, maple
syrup, maple cream, maple almonds
PAWLET
• Laughing Child Farm : Timothy and Brooke Hughes-Muse: 3209 Rt. 30;
farmer@laughingchildfarm.com Self-serve farm stand in big red barn as you pull into drive. Available
during daylight hours: organic sweet potatoes, grass-fed beef from Uptunket Farm, Pawlet; pork and
chicken from Greener Pastures, Hampton NY
• Lee McChesney, Pawlet Community Church Food Pantry and the Barn Restaurant “We have
developed a collective plan to help those in need in our communities. Our goal is to raise money to
help stock food pantry supplies, as well as provide pick-up and delivery of FREE meals prepared by
the Barn Restaurant on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays to those who have become financially
burdened during this challenging time. Please pass on this announcement to anyone you know of who
may need assistance. The meals will be available on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays starting ...
March 20. Pick-up will be at the Church. The meals will be brought to you in your vehicle, so there's no
need to come indoors. If you are unable to come pick up a meal, it can be delivered to your doorstep.
“Menus will be posted on Monday each week on Facebook and Front Porch Forum starting March 23. To
reserve a meal, call the Pawlet Community Church at 802-325-3022, from 10 am to 12 pm on Wednesday,

Friday, and Sunday for pick up from 5 to 6 pm that day.
“McChesney Real Estate and family will get things started by donating $1500 to the Pawlet Community
Church Food Pantry. These funds will be used to pay for the meals as well as stock the pantry for those in
need. Those who are able are encouraged to make a contribution to help those in less fortunate
circumstances. Please send your tax-deductible donation with a check payable to Pawlet Community Church
Food Pantry, c/o Timothy Bryant, 337 Milaura Lane, Pawlet, Vermont 05761 (put Food Pantry on the memo
line). If you have any questions, you can call Scott at 802-287-1415 (Cell).”
RUTLAND
• Radical Roots Farm Stand: Carol Tashie, Dennis Duhaime Farm stand is across the street from #531
Creek Rd. Rutland Town; Friday 12-3 p.m. & Saturday 10-12 (or until sold out) http://www.radicalrootsvt.com/
No-Contact farm stand. Seasonal vegetables. Check the front page of our website for information about our
veggies, our safety considerations and our farm stand.
• Speakeasy Café: (802) 747-3325 http://www.speakeasycafe.net/home.html While the coffee shop is now
closed, Bridget is turning it into a virtual hub to support the community: if you need help, you can contact
them and they will help any way they can. The owner has said, “it’s time to lose money with style.”
• Seven Days List of Rutland area (and other) restaurants that are offering food to-go options. Here:
https://www.sevendaysvt.com/vermont/good-to-go-vermont-a-directory-of-takeout-options-during-thecoronavirus-era/Content?oid=29934821&cb=1584782429
TINMOUTH
• Squier Family Farm: Josh and Meadow Squier : 12 McNamara Road: open daily from 10am to 7pm. Our
stand is located at the big yellow barn. (302) 332-6116 meadowsquier@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/squierfamilyfarm/?tn-str=k*F Local farm stand. Organic grass-fed beef burger,
steaks, roasts and ribs, wood-boiled maple syrup, carrots, potatoes, greens, spinach, kale, chard, arugula,
pea shoots, radish sprouts, sweet potatoes, grassfed goat meat, local eggs and Three Bear bakery bread on Fridays. There will also be Larson milk, yogurt, and
gelato, and Yoder beans, popcorn and vinegar.
WELLS
• Larson Farm: Rich, Cynthia, Mercy Larson 69 South St. (802) 645-1957 Open all daylight hours. Go 3/4
mile south on South St from the center of Wells. Turn left into the driveway at the big blue mailbox . Sign says
"Fresh Milk." The saleroom is straight ahead in the white house. Follow the signs. Certified organic, certified
100% grass-fed, 100% A2A2 dairy products. (A2A2 refers to the casein type in milk. Research says that A2 is
more digestible than the A1 type. It is a DNA trait, and we bred for it for 12 years. All cows are DNA verified. )
Raw and pasteurized milk, butter, buttermilk, yogurt, maple yogurt, gelato, grass-fed beef and Pink Boot Farm
pork sausage. Maple syrup. Local eggs (Lilly's) fed organic, no-soy grain, and truly pastured. Yoder Farm
dried beans, vinegar, popcorn, onions. Greens when available. Drop off point for pre-ordered James Elworthy
fish and pre-ordered Naga Bakehouse goods.

WEST PAWLET
• Wayward Goose Farm Laurie and Dan Brooks 1035 VT-153, West Pawlet (802) 379-8950
waywardgoosefarm@gmail.com waywardgoosefarm.com Self-serve farm stand open during daylight hours
with raw milk, grass-fed beef, humanely raised veal, artisan cheese, local eggs, lamb and sweet and savory
hand pies (Cornish pasties), organic sweet potatoes, greens, onions, local maple syrup and honey. We are
adding more local products as often as we can.
BENNINGTON AND RUTLAND COUNTIES: The Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging (SVCOA) has
launched a new grocery and supply shopping service to support older Vermonters in Bennington and Rutland
counties during the COVID-19 issue. Supported by vetted SVCOA volunteers, it is available to anyone age 60
or over and to eligible younger disabled individuals. “This service functions under a set of thorough safeguards
that remove all in-person contact and ensure the well-being of both clients and volunteers. If you or someone
you know is interested in accessing the shopping service, or if you’re interested in volunteering, please call
SVCOA at 802-786-5990 and ask to speak with Ellen Green.

Changes (additions \deletions) to this list can be sent to Nora Rubinstein (802) 235-2093 or
norajr@vermontel.net. If you know of someone who is providing a service that should be included or
if you want to have your business removed from the list, let her know.
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